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Architects

A director is personally involved with each project within the office, ensuring a ‘hands on’ 
approach throughout the process.
Louise heads up the Architectural team and takes the lead in the design process for all projects 
and maintains involvement throughout acting as the client’s direct interface. 
Great use is made of 3d modelling to demonstrate the schemes with full renderings and walk 
through technology to ensure  clients can visualise and are comfortable with every aspect of the 
scheme as the design is developed.
In central London it is often necessary to obtain additional consent from ultimate free holders 
and we are experienced in dealing with the Estate Departments such as Grosvenor, Cadogan 
and The Crown Estate, Howard de Waldon Trust, Portman Trust and the Wellcome Trust.

Project Management

Oliver heads up the Project Management team to ensure that the projects meet the time and 
cost requirements.
We also have an approved list of specialist contractors who we have used in the past and who we 
would be pleased to recommend for future projects.
We are also happy to work with the clients preferred consultants such as Quantity Surveyors, 
Structural Engineers and (M+E) Services/AV consultants or we would be pleased to introduce 
new clients to some of the companies that we have worked with in the past and with whom we 
have built up close working relationships.

Interior Design

DRY Interiors was founded in 2012 as a stand-alone division at the request of a number of 
established clients who wanted us to take full responsibility for the complete design to the 
cutlery and linen. Having a separate division enables us to establish and provides Interior 
Design services on projects where we are the architects or on projects where it is a stand-alone 
commission. 
Over the years we have built up a series of close working relationships with manufacturers 
and suppliers from the UK and overseas which assists us in specifying the latest products with 
control of costs and delivery times.

DRY Ltd  was founded in 2006 by merging three established practices. The  
partners Oliver Empson-Ridler and Louise Yates have now developed DRY 
Architects into an established practice specialising in the high end residential 
market as well as general housing and commercial projects.
Based in Holland Park and Hampshire, our main areas of activity are central 
London with projects also completed in the home counties and Switzerland.
We have the skills needed to restore heritage buildings with care and sensitivity 
while also guaranteeing they feature 21st century technology. We have been able 
to achieve an unprecedented success rate in securing difficult planning and listed 
building consents.

DRY Architects guides the clients through the whole process, from initial concept 
design, planning and listed building submissions, building regulations approvals, 
obtaining tender prices and administrating the work.
Each client is unique and we go above and beyond for all of them. Our service is 
tailored to our client’s individual needs. We do not replicate one style repeatedly 
but treat each project as a unique opportunity to embrace new techniques and 
designs.



Mews House- Sloane Square SW1X

The refurbishment of this Mews Property in Knightsbridge included the excavation of a 
basement and the conversion of one garage into habitable space, to add 1000ft² of floor area 
to the existing footprint.   
The brief was to reconfigure the spaces and update the internal finishes to create a comfortable- 
flexible space targeted toward the commercial rental market. 
The existing garage was converted into an open plan kitchen and dining room with one wall 
being taken out and replaced by a glazed screen, opening up the otherwise narrow hallway and 
staircase spaces.
The conversion of the mansard roof to eliminate steep pitches has given the habitable spaces 
on the top floor a more luxurious and practical arrangement. The new finishes palette was 
kept neutral and robust with contrasting luxury materials in key areas. The feature staircase 
is industrial in design and finish but open and light in structure. Our appointment included all 
phases of the project from planning approval to handover including interior design providing a 
fully furnished and equipped house, ready for the rental market.

Features of the site:
-Hans Town Conservation area

Work included:
-Creating additional basement storey of 1,000 ft2
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Alterations to rear roof slope

Total floor area:
2,600ft2
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Contemporary Apartment- Onslow Square SW7

Complete refurbishment and re-arrangement following achieving listed building consent 
to reconfigure kitchen and bathrooms to create 3 bedrooms with en-suites. Listed building 
consent was also obtained for new double glazed windows to the whole of the rear elevation. In 
collaboration  with Italian architect and specialist joinery manufacturers to create unique Italian 
inspired design. All stainless steel kitchen within concealed appliances, Corian bath and marble 
finishes and Devon and Devon sanitary ware. Wide plank natural oak floor boards throughout.

Features of the site:
-Grade II listed, Thurloe/Smith’s Charity Conservation Area

Work included:
-Listed building consent obtained
-Licence to alter from Wellcome Trust
-Full refurbishment complete with dressing flat and moving in 
client’s belongings

Gross Area: 1345.5ft²  
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Third Floor Penthouse- Lennox Gardens SW1

DRY obtained listed building consent for internal alterations and an extension to the light 
well and installation of an air conditioning system. Complete renovation to create a 1,500 ft2 
contemporary luxury flat, built to the a highest quality standards, including air conditioning, 
Lutron lighting, integrated sound system. The penthouse features include a Poliform kitchen, 
luxury bathrooms, Element 7 oak flooring that promotes a luxurious style of living.

Features of the site:
-Grade II listed, Hans Town Conservation Area

Work included:
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Internal Layout
- Extension to form cloak room
-License to alter approval from the Wellcome trust

Gross Area: 1500ft²  

Proposed Plan



Family House- Hampstead NW3

The refurbishment of this Victorian terrace house in Hampstead re-instating and extending the 
roof to incorporate a large glazed dormer. A frame-less glass box extension at second floor and 
a contemporary glass infill extension to the rear.   
The clients were eager to improve the flow of the home by changing the internal layout. With 
an extensive refurbishment and new joinery DRY worked with specialist Joiners to update the 
residence to 21st century standards. The result is a successful intervention to a period building. 
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Features of the site:
-Hampstead Conservation Area

Work included:
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Internal Layout

Gross Area: 2590ft²  
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Family House Extension- Queens Park NW6

The refurbishment of this Victorian Terrace house in Queens Park included the addition of a 
contemporary side infill extension to the rear.   
The brief was to update the internal finishes creating a more user friendly home for a young 
family incorporating Landscape design to incorporate the back garden with the open plan living 
space.
With extensive refurbishment and new joinery DRY Architects worked with preferred 
contractors to update the residence. Large scale 2.5 x 2.1 m pivot door opens into the garden 
and use of frame-less slot windows in party wall brings light into the property.

Work included:
-Rear Extension
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Internal Layout

Gross Area: 1540ft²  
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Town House- King’s Road SW3

DRY led the design team for an extension and refurbishment of a 5-storey town-house in 
Chelsea in collaboration with a London based interior design firm.
We obtained a contentious planning consent for the rear infill conservatory and internal 
reconfiguration of the Ground Floor, maximizing the floor area and enhancing the connection 
between the building and the extensive rear garden.  Our design role included overseeing 
all related structural works as well as integrating the interior design details into the overall 
construction package.  We also administered the building contract on behalf of the client. 
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Features of the site:
-Conservation Area

Work included:
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Internal Layout
-Project Management

Gross Area: 3110ft²  

Proposed Plans
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Minimalist Apartment- Bolton Gardens SW5

DRY was lead architect for the complete reconfiguration and refurbishment of this second 
floor apartment in Bolton Gardens, London. The property was the subject of a complete 
refurbishment carried out to a strict budget. The design was paired down to create a blank 
canvas for the owners extensive contemporary art collection. The minimalist design was 
achieved through use of cast concrete, waterproof plaster to the bathroom and kitchen and 
wide plank flooring.  A new sash window was reinstated to the front façade. 

Features of the site:
-Courtfield  Conservation Area

Work included:
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Internal Layout
-License to alter obtained

Gross Area: 1260ft²  



Town House- Sloane Square SW1W

DRY obtained listed building and planning consent for a rear closet wing, glass box rear 
extension and excavation under part of the garden to create a contemporary living space whilst 
restoring the historic features of the house. Results were a stunning luxury town house suitable 
for entertaining and day to day living.

Features of the site:
-Grade II listed, Sloane Square Conservation Area

Work included:
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Reconfiguration of Internal Layout

Gross Area: 3250ft²  

Proposed SectionProposed Rear Extension



Town House- Brompton Square SW3

DRY obtained listed building consent for a 2 storey glazed rear infill and roof terrace and 
required alterations to this Grade II listed five storey home. The historic features of the house 
were fully restored. Working closely with the council to finalise the design, a traditional design 
were proposed to compliment the age of the house. The project required full architectural 
services including conservation design, planning and listed building consent and overseeing the 
co-ordination with sub-consultants and administration of the contract.

Features of the site:
-Grade II listed building, Brompton Conservation Area

Work included:
-Rear extension
-Refurbishment of existing parts
-Project management 

Gross Area: 3250ft²
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Country Family House- Kent

DRY led the design team on refurbishment of a mock Tudor private residence in collaboration 
with a London based interior design firm for a young family in Sevenoaks. Our design role 
included A reconfiguration of a nonfunctional internal layout to provide a flowing family 
country residence and overseeing necessary structural repairs to the exterior of the building. 
The design of a contemporary staircase in order to make the most of the spectacular views over 
the Kent countryside.

Work included:

-Full refurbishment throughout
- Reconfiguration Internal Layout

Gross Area: 6220ft²  

Proposed Plan



Lake Side Villa- Geneva

Complete renovation of 6000 ft² villa, overlooking Lake Genève. Basement 
enlargement to create fitness suite, home cinema room and wine cellar. 
The construction included infinity swimming pool with green stone interior, 
contemporary minimalist interior including wide plank flooring; Lutron and  
Crestron Systems; Fibre Optic glass walls and acoustically controlled cinema 
room.

Work included:

-Full refurbishment throughout
- Reconfiguration Internal Layout

Gross Area: 6000ft²  

Proposed Master Plan
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Penthouse - Lennox Gardens SW1X

Situated in the prestigious Lennox gardens neighbourhood, DRY gained Listed building 
and planning permission to reconstruct the original Dutch gable front elevation, to build an 
additional storey and combine it into a stunning duplex luxury penthouse with central courtyard 
and rear garden. Extra floor area of 1000 ft²  was gained  and created one of the few duplex 
penthouses in this area with views onto the gardens.  The concept of this design was to bring 
as much light into the flat as possible and create views across the flat from all angles whilst 
creating an open plan , flexible space to provide 4 bedrooms, living room, kitchen/ dinning and 
cloak room, powder room and utility room. Luxury materials used such as, Bulthaup kitchen, 
Lutron lighting system, Crestron home automation, wide oak flooring, feature staircase. 
 

Features of the site:
-Grade II listed, Hans Place Conservation Area

Work included:
-Full refurbishment throughout
-Internal Layout

Gross Area: 2598ft²  
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